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HORIZONTAL ALIGNMENT FOR AHEAD PROGRAM PROJECTS

(As per conversation with Irving Harris September 15 & 16,1997 --)

EXISTING HORIZONTAL CURVES--

Existing curves must be within the maximum degree indicated in the criteria tables
for 3-R projects, and if not, the curve will be regraded. If regraded, the curve will
have a maximum degree of 2 degrees (and flatter if possible). Existing curves
between 2 degrees and the value from the criteria tables will not be regraded.

NEW HORIZONTAL CURVES--

All new curves, whether on relocation or parallel, should have a maximum degree of
2 degrees. Any deviation will have to be justified and also be approved by the
Roadway Design Division Engineer. Any new curve greater than 2 degrees must
use spirals.

When paralleling existing curves greater than 2 degrees, as said above, the new
curvature should not be greater than 2 degrees. On occasion this creates a
problem, such as when the new 2 degree curve (or flatter) is on the outside of an
existing curve steeper than 2 degrees. The new curve will encroach on the existing
curve. This encroachment is O.K. if it gets no closer than 88 feet C.L. to C.L., but
only if the vertical profile will fit within our vertical difference criteria. If the new curve
gets closer than 88 feet or the vertical profile will not fit within our vertical difference
criteria, the following options should be evaluated:

• Regrade the existing curve to a 2 degree or flatter curve.
• Realign the new line to an acceptable encroachment.
• Accept a steeper curve than the 2 degree.
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