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Attached is a letter from the Chief Engineer dated February 12, 1999, informing the MDOT Staff
that the Transportation Commission has directed us to return to the English System of Units for
new project development after February 15, 1999.

He touched on active projects and we thought further clarification was needed for consultants as
follows:

• Survey Completed in Metrics -- Project will be designed in metric.
• Survey Just Beginning -- We anticipate the consultant will be willing to change

survey to English units; therefore, the design should be in English units.
• Survey In-between Just Beginning and Completed -- We will gladly discuss with

the consultant the possibility of changing to English units.

We have already discussed with some of you that are in the beginning stage of survey about
changing to English units and this letter should serve as documentation; however, if you need an
additional letter for your particular project, let us know and it will be provided.

(9£ ~ /4
John B. Pickering
Roadway Design Division Engineer
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TO: Division Heads
District Engineers

FROM: Chief Engineer dJl/(
James H. Kopf ~/

The Transportation Commission at its February 9, 1999, meeting directed that we return to the
English System of Units for new project development after February 15, 1999. It also allowed
the continued use of the Metric System for work in progress and for products and specifications
where there is no approved English System of Units alternative. It is anticipated that any active
projects with field surveys in metrics will be fully developed in metric units.

The Metric System of Units will continue to be the "Official Units" of the Federal Highway
Administration. Therefore, all project development documents (e.g. Environmental
Assessments, etc.) will be prepared in both or dual units.

Due to the length of time required to develop projects, we recogmze that metric units will
continue to be with us for a number of years to come. We will continue to provide metric
training in order that our staff will be prepared to complete the projects under development
correctly.
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EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
MISSISSIPPI TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION, FEBRUARY 9,1999

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Transportation, Federal Highway
Administration required all federal highway projects to be designed and constructed using
the International System of Units (S1), a.k.a. the metric system, exclusively by the 30th day
of September, AD., 1996; and

WHEREAS, the United States public law known as the 1995 National Highway
System Act changed the mandatory implementation date for SI to the 30th day of September,
AD., 2000; and

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Department of Transportation agreed to comply with
the national directives and has phased the use of SI into projects; and

WHEREAS, the United States public law known as the Transportation Equity Act
for the 2rt Century of 1998 (TEA-21) has removed the federal requirement for conversion
to the SI ; and

WHEREAS, the American Association of State Highway and Transportation
Officials (AASHTO), the design standards organization of the fifty (50) states, authorized
the use of both the SI and the Imperial System of Units (a.k.a. the English System of Units)
at it's annual meeting in Boston, MA, in November, 1998; and

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Consulting Engineers Council and the Mississippi
Road Builder's Association have passed resolutions supporting and endorsing the use of a
single system of units for road construction; and

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Department of Transportation has found that the
highway construction industry has not been willing to convert all products to the SI and
therefore has created confusion and potential for costly errors by the use of a dual system of
measurements.

NOW, THEREFORE, upon motion duly made and seconded, and Commissioners
Zack Stewart and Wayne H. Brown each voting yes, under the authority of the Commission,
in conformity with and as spread on its minutes, the Mississippi Department of
Transportation is hereby directed to return to the use of the Imperial System of Units for all
project development started after the 15th day of February, AD., 1999, and the Department
is also permitted to continue to use the SI for all work in progress, and for products and
specifications where there is no approved Imperial System of Units alternative.


