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I nter-(])epartmenta[:Memorandum

Date: April 30, 1996

To: Design Squad Leaders

From: Roadway Design Engineer
John Pickering 9. P.

Subject: Detour Design Criteria

The attached letter dated September 4, 1991, from the Chief Engineer, is still applicable
and the criteria given shall be used for all detour designs. Pay particular attention to
item NO.4 for bridge replacement projects only.

If there are any questions, please advise.

Attachment

pc: Asst. Roadway Design Division Engineer
Section Engineers
Quality Control Engineer (Reeves)
Traffic Control Section (Tucker)
Traffic Engineering Division
Active Consultants
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September 4, 1991

Mr. John F. Sullivan, Jr.
Division Administrator
F~deral Highway Administration
666 North Street, Suite 105
Jackson, Mississippi 39202

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

Subject: Detour Design Criteria Statewide

In accordance with the meeting held August 21,
your and our staffs on the above subject, the
items to which we agreed:

HENLEY 1..---.

PICKERING L---

JSMITH, J. L--

i~~J~ELD L-i
f~°R.2~I~~~ j
f SlJI 11....<.· I I
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I

!

ThoVl D "'" c.oPo L---

1991, between
following are

1. The cri teriaapproved on June 26, 1985, will remain in
effect.

2. The bridge width will be 24 feet.
3. A minimum length of guardrail will be added to approach

bridge rail (37.5 feet minimum).
4. Advisory speed signs will be required reducing the speed

to 35 MPH in 10 MPH increments (bridge replacement
projects only).

5. Accident history will be reviewed to determine if a
revision to the criteria is justified.

Subsequent to the meeting, the Traffic Control and Safety
Division was asked to review accident records within detours.
It was determined that three bridge replacement projects
would be reviewed in each District to ·determine the effect of
the current criteria.

It is understood that detour criteria for crossovers on
4-lane arterials will continue to use a design speed of no
less than 10 MPH below the posted speed.

We are proceeding with plan development in accordance with
the above criteria.

IEF ENGINEER
DQ:GC:mck

RECEIVED
SEP 51991

ROADWAY DESIGN
Con';lIu"". $~n.·i~
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