
 

Litter Prevention: What You Can Do 
Here are some examples of what you -- and others -- can do to help prevent litter 

in your community from Keep America Beautiful.org 

Every Person  
 
  Set an example for others, especially co-workers, friends and children  
     by using trash receptacles and not littering. 
  Alw a ys  h a v e  a va ila b le  a  lit t e r  b a g  a n d  p o r t a b le  a s h t ra y  in  yo u r  ca r .   
  I f yo u  a r e  a  s m o ke r ,  ca r ry  a n d  u s e  a  p o r t a b le  o r  p o cke t  a s h t ra y .   
 
Families  
 
  Make sure your trashcans have lids that can be securely fastened or use 
     bungee cords to hold them in place.  
  S e cu r e  a ll b a g s  a n d  u s e  t w in e  t o  s e cu r e  lo o s e  t r a s h  fo r  cu rb s id e  t r a s h   
     collection. 
  Tie  p a p e r  in t o  b u n d le s  b e fo re  p la c in g  in t o  cu rb s id e  re cyclin g  b in s .   
 
Government Leaders  
 
  Identify "Transition Points" in your community. Place ash and trash  
     receptacles at these points and commit to proper maintenance of them. 
  En co u ra g e  b u ild in g  o w n e r s  a n d  b u s in e s s  m a n a g e rs  t o  p la ce  a s h   
     receptacles at points outdoors where individuals smoke.  
  Dis t r ib u t e  p o r t a b le  o r  p o cke t  a s h t ra y s  a n d  lit t e r  b a g s  t h ro u g h o u t  y o u r   
     community, and educate citizens about individual responsibility for 
     proper waste disposal.  
  Co o rd in a t e  "a d o p t -a-spot" programs with local community organizations 
     youth groups and school groups to augment the regular maintenance   
     of public places by your employees. 
 
 
 



 
Business Owners 

 
  Provide ash and trash receptacles at entrances, exits, loading docks, 
     picnic areas as well as in parking lots and along walkways of your   
     business. These should be placed where people generally gather. 
  
Community Leaders  
 
  Encourage groups to "adopt-a-spot" in your town or neighborhood and  
     encourage maintenance on a regular basis. 
  Ut ilize  in fo rm a t io n  fr o m  Ke e p  Am e r ica  Be a u t ifu l t o  in it ia t e  e d u ca t io n   
     programs addressing sustainable community improvement through 
     litter prevention, beautification and waste reduction.  
 
Event Organizers  
 
  Make your festival, fair or any outdoor community events "waste-wise  
     and litter free" by involving all participants in the planning. 
  Give  o u t  lit t e r  b a g s  a n d  p o r t a b le  o r  p o ck e t  a s h t ra y s  a t  t h e  e n t ra n ce s  o f  
     your event and make sure everyone knows that your event is a 
     "waste-wise and litter free" event.  
  Pla ce  la rg e  t r a s h  r e ce p t a c le s  a n d  r e cy clin g  re ce p t a c le s  n e a r  fo o d  ve n u e s   
     and eating areas. 
  I f yo u  p la ce  e v e n t  v o lu n t e e r s  n e a rb y  t o  h e lp  a t t e n d e e s  fin d  t h e   
     receptacles as they need them, you will reduce clean-up while educating 
     people about recycling and proper waste disposal.  
 
Marina Operators  
 
  Pass out litter bags and portable or pocket ashtrays to boaters and their 
     guests. 
  Pro v id e  a s h ,  t r a s h ,  r e cyclin g  a n d  b u lk  w a s t e  r e ce p t a c le s  d o ck s id e  fo r   
     your customers. 
  In s t a ll fis h in g  lin e  co lle c t io n  re ce p t a c le s  w it h  s ig n a g e  t o  co lle c t  b ro k e n   
     and used line. Keep fishing line out of the water! 
  Offe r  lit t e r  b a g s ,  a s h  receptacles and trash containers in supply stores.  
 
Smokers  
 
  Before you light up, identify where you will dispose of your cigarette  
     waste when you finish smoking. Use ash and ash/trash receptacles. 
  Ca r ry  a  p o ck e t  a s h t ra y  a ll t h e  t im e  o r  h a ve  a  p o r t a b le  a s h t ra y  w it h  yo u   
     as you leave your home, office or car. 
  En co u ra g e  fe llo w  s m o k e r s  t o  b e  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  t h e ir  c ig a re t t e  lit t e r ,  t o o .   
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