
alternative have been developed and are shown on tonight’s meeting 

displays. The alternatives under consideration at this time are:

Alternative A:  • The No Build Alternative involves leaving SR 15 in 

its current confi guration.

Alternative B-1: •  Alignment on existing location, between CR 312 

and the vicinity of US 72. A rural four-lane section is proposed 

to just south of the Walnut town limits, a fi ve-lane urban section 

within the town limits and an improved at grade intersection at 

US 72. Alternative B-1 is approximately 3.0 miles in length.

Alternative B-2: •  Alignment on existing location, between 

CR 312 and the vicinity of US 72. A rural four-lane section is 

proposed to just south of the Walnut town limits and a fi ve-

lane urban section within the town limits.  The current at-grade 

intersection at US 72 would be replaced by a grade-separated 

interchange. Alternative B-2 is approximately 3.0 miles in length 

with an additional 1.1 miles of relocated US 72. 

Alternative C: •  Alignment on new location, between CR 312 

and the vicinity of US 72. Alternative C proposes bypassing the 

Town of Walnut to the west with a divided four-lane section. 

It would cross US 72 with a grade-separated interchange and 

would tie back to existing SR 15 near CR 118. Alternative C is 

approximately 4.0 miles in length with an additional 3.6 miles of 

relocated local roads.

Alternatives B-1 and B-2 are on existing location and involve the 

construction of a four-lane and fi ve-lane roadway adjacent to the 

existing SR 15 within a variable width ROW. The typical section for 

the majority of the roadway consists of two 12-foot lanes in each 

direction separated by a 14-foot two-way left turn lane with curb 

and gutter and a sidewalk. The rural section does not have the two-

way left turn lane and sidewalk.

Alternative C is primarily on new location and involves construction 

of two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction separated by a 101-foot 

median within a variable width ROW. The intersection with US 72 will 

be an interchange and intersections with all other existing roads will 

be at-grade. 

Preferred Alternative
No preferred alternative has been designated for this project. MDOT 

will select an alternative after the comments are received from the 

public and agencies on the project impacts, as presented at this 

meeting.

Environmental Impacts
A team of technical specialists have conducted environmental studies 

on the three Build Alternatives. The fi ndings of the studies were 

used to develop a conceptual design that minimizes environmental 

impacts (natural, social and built environment) to the extent possible. 

A summary of potential environmental impacts associated with each 

of the Build Alternatives is presented in the table below.

For more information, please contact:
Mississippi Department of Transportation

Environmental Division

PO Box 1850

Jackson, MS  39215-1850

(601) 359-7920

Information on this 
project can be found at:
Email:  environmentalcomments@mdot.ms.gov

http://www.gomdot.com

Welcome
The Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) 

and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) welcome 

you to this public hearing. The purpose of this hearing is 

to present to you the alternatives developed for study in 

the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process for 

proposed improvements to State Route (SR) 15. This hearing 

is being held as part of the NEPA process. NEPA is required 

by the federal government on projects or undertakings 

that use federal money. Most of MDOT’s highway projects 

are designed and constructed using some federal funds. 

The approved environmental document, a NEPA 

Environmental Assessment, is available for public review 

at tonight’s meeting or following the meeting at these 

locations:  the MDOT Environmental Division and FHWA 

offi  ces in Jackson; the MDOT District 1 Offi  ce in Tupelo; the 

Tippah County Chancery Clerk in Ripley, the Mayor’s Offi  ce 

in Walnut, and the Walnut Public Library.

Your Comments Are Important to Us
Public comments are an important part of MDOT’s planning 

process. Based on comments received at a public meeting 

for this project held on July 11, 2011, MDOT has prepared 

alternatives to address public comments. Your comments 

tonight will be helpful to MDOT in determining the fi nal 

project design.

All who attend this public hearing are encouraged to voice 

their opinions by visiting the table marked “Comments.”   

You can complete and submit a comment sheet 

tonight or you can mail it later to the address provided 

on the comment sheet. Written comments received 

within twenty-one (21) days of this meeting (Thursday, 

October 25th) will be included in the offi  cial transcript.  

A court reporter is also available to record comments, 

should you wish to make a statement about the proposed 

project. Statements made to the court reporter will also 

be included in the offi  cial hearing transcript. In addition, 

you can send comments to the following email address:  

environmentalcomments@mdot.ms.gov.

Project Description
Existing SR 15 is a north-south, two-lane state highway 

that traverses most of the length of Mississippi. Its 

southernmost section starts in Biloxi, and its northernmost 

section crosses the Mississippi/Tennessee line just north of 

Walnut.  This two-lane roadway has substandard vertical 

alignment, areas with little or no shoulders and areas with 

steep drop-off s immediately adjacent to the roadway. The 

proposed project is planned to: 

Correct geometric defi ciencies and improve safety for • 
travelers and truck traffi  c through the area;

Provide transportation infrastructure that will • 
accommodate area growth and support economic 
development opportunities; 

Provide a linkage route for north/south traffi  c between • 
US 72 and Interstate 22 (US 78); and

Widen SR 15 to comply with the legislative mandate • 
developed by MDOT in 1987 that every Mississippian 
would be linked to a four-lane highway within 30 

miles or 30 minutes.

MDOT is proposing to improve an approximate 3.0-mile 

section of SR 15 between County Road (CR) 312 and the 

vicinity of US 72 in the Town of Walnut from two-lanes to 

four/fi ve-lanes. Three Build Alternatives, B-1, B-2 and C, 

were presented at the July 2011 public meeting. Some 

refi nements in the alignments have been made since 

July 2011 as a result of public comments, the fi ndings 

of environmental technical studies, and engineering 

considerations. Preliminary right-of-way needs for each 
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Potential Environmental Impacts

Impact Category Build Alternative B-1 Build Alternative B-2 Build Alternative C

Farmland (acres) 16.5 33 96, an additional 6.5 unusable

Prime and Unique Farmland (acres) 0 0 21.69

Residential Relocations 11 12
10 structures 

5 mobile homes

Business Displacements 10 11 1

Noise Impacted Sites 12 10 1 

Streams (linear feet aff ected) 1,398 1,398 4,591

Wetlands (acres impacted) 0.07 0.07 3.19 

Ponds 0.31  acre (1 pond) 0.31  acre (1 pond) 1.14 acres (4 ponds)

Floodplain Impacts (acres) 51.9 51.9 78.5 

Historical Resources One potentially eligible site One potentially eligible site None

Hazardous Waste Sites Identifi ed 1 1 None



End Project

""306

")302 Walnut
Attendance

Center

Hopkins Cemetery

Harmony Church & Cemetery

Begin Project

Walnut
Industrial

Walnut
Industrial

Park

Christ Temple

""312

""115

""116

15

354

""124

PPark

72

Walnut Baptist Church

""215

Walnut Town Hall

""118

Alternative A

  (No Build - Existing Alignment)

Alternative B-1 

  (Widen existing SR 15; at-grade intersection at US 72)

Alternative B-2 

  (Widen existing SR 15; add interchange at US 72)

Alternative C 

  (Construct a western bypass; interchange at US 72)

1 MILE0.50

N

Typical Section:  Relocated US 72, Alternative B-2, 4-Lane (Rural)

Typical Section:   Alternatives B-1 and B-2 (Outside Walnut Town Limits) 
and Alternative C, 4-Lane (Rural)

Typical Section:  Alternatives B-1 & B-2, 5-Lane (Urban)


