
Sub-Part 7201 – Materials 
 

Chapter 05000  Laboratory Operations Branch of Materials Division, Principal Roles and 
Responsibilities  
 
Purpose  
 
100 To establish the principal responsibilities of the Laboratory Operations Branch of 

Materials Division. 
 

In Charge:   Laboratory Operations Engineer 
 
Line Supervision Over: Assistant Laboratory Operations Engineers 
 
Line Reporting To:  Assistant State Materials Engineer 

 
101 The Laboratory Operations Branch of Materials Division is responsible for:  testing and 

reporting test results on proposed and active construction projects and some inspection of 
private laboratory facilities and certification of laboratory technicians.  

 
102 The major functions of the Laboratory Operations Branch of Materials Division include 

but are not limited to the following responsibilities.  Detailed procedures related to the 
following duties of the Laboratory Operations Branch of Materials Division can be found 
in the current edition of Mississippi Department of Transportation’s Materials Division 
Inspection, Testing, and Certification Manual.  
1. In order to comply with the requirements set forth in Federal-Aid Policy Guide, 23 

CFR 637B as amended, the Laboratory Operations Branch tests materials 
incorporated into Department construction projects.  Copies of the Code of Federal 
Regulations can be obtained by accessing www.gpoaccess.gov.  

2. The Laboratory Operations Branch tests and reports samples submitted by 
representatives (County Engineers) of the Office of State Aid Road Construction and 
other Governmental agencies as authorized by the Executive Director of the 
Mississippi Department of Transportation. 

3. Upon written request by private engineering firms through the State Materials 
Engineer, the Laboratory Operations Branch will check and certify laboratory 
technicians and laboratory equipment for projects funded through the Mississippi 
Department of Transportation. 

4. The Laboratory Operations Branch conducts job control sampling and testing of 
materials incorporated into Department construction projects in order to comply with 
the requirements set forth in Federal-Aid Policy Guide, 23 CFR 637B as amended.  
Copies of the Code of Federal Regulations can be obtained by 
accessing www.gpoaccess.gov. 

5. The Laboratory Operations Branch sets uniform procedures for inspecting ready-mix 
concrete plants. 

6. The Laboratory Operations Branch tests some materials for the purpose of approving 
the source (Source Approval) prior to inclusion into work for the Department.  

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/


Provided the test results indicate that the material meets all of the requirements for the 
type material specified, the State Materials Engineer will approve the Source for use 
on Department projects. 

 
103 To accomplish the above functions, the Laboratory Operations Branch of Materials 

Division maintains the following labs:  Soils, Physical, Asphalt, Chemical, Concrete and 
Cement.  The labs are supervised by the Assistant Laboratory Operations Engineers.  
Materials Division maintains current AASHTO Materials Reference Laboratory (AMRL) 
and Cement and Concrete Reference Laboratory (CCRL) Certifications.  A list of AMRL 
or CCRL accredited labs is available online at www.amrl.net. 

 
104 Individuals interested in obtaining information pertinent to testing of materials, 

inspection of private laboratory facilities and certification of laboratory technicians 
should refer to the current edition of the Mississippi Department of Transportation 
Materials Division Inspection, Testing, and Certification Manual.  The above referenced 
manual is available per request to the Materials Division at the Mississippi Department of 
Transportation at the following address: 

 
State Materials Engineer 
Mississippi Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 1850 
Jackson, Mississippi   39215-1850 

 
105 In addition, this manual is currently available online at www.gomdot.com.  

 


